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London amused themselves with the festive feats of
Robin Hood, the citizens of Edinburgh diverted
themselves with the manly exercises of Robert Hude1;
and while the youth of London rose in tumult,
when their sports were restrained, the bairns* of
Edinburgh ran into insurrection, when an attempt
was made, at the sera of the Reformation, to suppress
the game of Robin Hood. In Scotland, the drama
held the same course, as in England, from rudeness to
refinement; beginning with scriptural mysteries 9;
improving with moralities ; and finishing off with mo-
narchicke tragedies \

It was not at Edinburgh alone, that the Abbot of
Unreason practised his rustick revelry. At Aber-
deen, a city, noted in every age for hilarity, they had
in very early times, an Abbot of Bonne-j4corde'29
who gratified the citizens with a play; a scriptural
play, or mystery 3. About a century after the acting

lities, which, at that very epoch, were set forth by Sir David
Lyndsay, were certainly in the highest degree obscene in their
representation, and immoral in their tendency.

7  Id.

8  Let no minute commentator remark the Scotticism of that
good old English word, which is sometimes used by Shakspeare
and Ben Jonson.

9  Ib. 75.

1 Lord Stirling's Works.

[Lord Sterlings Tragedies were probably never acted. M ALONE.]

* " 1445 April the 30th: The council and many of the gild-
brethren for letting and stanching of divers enormities done in
time bygone by the abbots of the burgh called of bone acorde
[proposed] that in time coming they will giue no fees to no such
abbots; and for this instant year they will haue no such abbot,
but that the alderman for the time and any baillie he chuses to
take with (joint til) him to supply that faute (want)/' [MS. ex-
tracts from the city records of Aberdeen.] The Abbot of Bonne
Acorde was, however, so agreeable to the people, that he conti-
nued long after to gratify them yearly with publick sports : And
the fees which were objected to in 1445, were afterwards settled
at ten merks a year. [City records, 7th August, I486.]

3  On the 22d of October, 1445, Thomas Lawson was received